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The Republican party held that it was right
to do 50 now—and according o their own |
state moent, it was only a question of timo |
thizet divided then.

Mr. W. was particularly hard upon the
institution of slavery. It had doneall sorts
of evil, and, above all, it dishonored God.
The mission of the ministry, in this and
other States, was to preach Christ erucified, |
and to tell mep to search the Secriptures ;|
and, if they had themselves read to anyi
purpose, they must have known and felt | for to-morrow at 10} o’clock.
the iniquity of the institution, but, if they ‘ Harris,
hlad' preached rm'nrdling to the dictates of | adjourn, which was ecarried.
their econsciences, they would have been | T QTN
taken from their pulpits and thil‘fT-lli!llJ NIGEEAENSION.
lashes have becn laid on their bare backs. | WepNespay, Feb. 19, 156,
The ministry were restrained. Bat pow | : ;
this ineubins was prone, e (Mr. W.) felt | cording to adjournment, at 7k o'clock.
like good old St. John, when transported |
to the third Heaven ; **he felt rc!ic\'ml."——{ thero was a quoram present or not.
He expatiated upon the happy domestie| The Chair announced a quoram.
scones that would be witnessed throughout
the breadth and length of this State, when
the benign influenee of Radieal doetrines
shall be thoroughly disseminated and fully

State by New Enpgland ships.

| to give his anthorities. ‘fhe first impaorta

the Mayflower wus muking hor way
the ocean.

3"
i

Ao

| the floor to-night.

ing the C'ongressional Districts,

committeo on Immigration be taken fron

Monday next, at 101 o'clock. Carried.

accepted by the people, and coneluded by |
extending a brotherly invitation to all the

that platform it was deciared that they (the | tion that slaves had been brouel:t into this
He went on

| tion had been made into Virginia, when

=

Tarris, (negro,) would move to aljonrn,
| with tlie understanding that %e shonld have

This was ngreed to, and Harris, (negro,)
‘made the motion, but Harris, (negro,) with-
drew it, in order to allow Mr, Laflin to offer
@ report from the Committee on Redistrict-

The Convention was called to order ac-

(n motion, it was made the special order

(negro,) renewed his motion to

Tho roll was called to aseertain whether

Mr. Abbott moved that the report of the

1
the table and made the special order for

Mr. Ellis said that he had heard that the
delegate from New Manover (Galloway,
negro) had said that there had been women

the most rabid and radical |

Licir love of this govern- |

{ few, very few exceptions to this general
- % | rule, bnt we cannot diseriminate ; woeamust

as he bad o right to do—divide the (li]i_h'-!

, tHon, and make the adoption of tue reports,

and the adoption of the vecompanying ur~!

up, aud alter some litile discussion |

| restrained of bis liberty, shall be entitled
' to the privileges of the writ of Lieus cor-
| pres or other remedy to inquire into the
| luwfulpess thereof, and such writ, or such
'remedy, cught wot to be denied or de-
layed.”

Mr, Jones, of Washington, thought that

iz down of all sach propo-
proper business of this
been ;u't‘iiul]'“allt‘{].

of Caldwell, moved to amend

: 8 Ltie Trustee shall take

“easares to preveot the waste of the pro-

Perty, and, if in houses and lands, control

Lk

Yosic

ALl
|
‘
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Mr. . asked the yeas and nays, but fhey | re
were refased. |
The sunendment was put to a vote and  cepted t : v
l'-'ﬁl"i g : ' Mi’. W. claimed that this was a tacit
T'he section, s it stood, was adopted. 1
Mr. Abbott moved as a substitute for the struction ac
20th section, the following: ¢ That the |result of the war.

| poriion in which it deeclarcs that they ac-
he legitimate results of the war.—

cn-

dorsement of and adhercice to the Recon-
ts, for they wers the legitimate
In the 4th section of

| erring, to come into the fold of the Rudical
{ party, aud bask for the rest of their lives
{ under the bright and happy saulight.
| Hood (negro) next oceupied the floor, -
- He took up the minority report of Messrs.
Durliam and Grabam. He said his race
had been enfranchised by the highest law-
making power of the land. The question
{ was not whether tbey should be enfran-
' chised or not, but whether the right, ul-
ready eonferred, should be taken away or
‘rot.  He said that they intended to main-
| tain their right to Lhe elective franchise,
come weul or woe, I tell you, gentlemen,
when you attempt to return a race of 70,000
voters aod strong men to a slavery worse
| than their former condition, you attempt a
simple impossibility.  The war of races, so
frequently alluded to, would not be between
Cthe black and white men, but it would
coine between the Conservative and Re-
| pablican races of this conntry,—the Re-
{ publican side pumbering about 18,000,000
land the Conservatives abont 14,000,000 ;
and when the smaller number attempted
the extermination of the larger, he had se-
| rious fears that they would have rather a
| hard time. He did not wonder that the
| Conservalives should have apprehensions in
{enfranchising the colored people, on ac-
[ count of the damuning aects of cruelty and
| outrages perpetrated by them upon the
I negro class, and not cnly upon them but
upon white Unionists.

Hood continued his harrangue for somo
i time, and concluded by coming out in favor
of not taking any =teps to disfranchise any-
| body whatever. Those men Congress had |
| disfranchised we have not any power to |
|interfere wilh,

Mr. Rodman felt his position on this

floor to be an exceptional one. He was a
| Confederate soldier during the war, but he
claimed to be as good a Republican as any
jone ou this floor. He thought it due to
| himself to explain the reasons that induced
| him {o change his opinions. When the
| South consented, generally to the emanci-
| pation of the slaves, they tacitly consent-
ed, as a natural comsequence, that those
| freed should have all the rights and privi-
leges of the ballot box, &e. He was also
opposed to the disfranchisement of any-
body.

Mr. Congleton read a speech. He was
for universul suffrage, and, on mature con-
sideration, had fallen in with Mr. Pool’s
ideas on the subject.

Mr. Marler said that be did not wish to|
be one of those who took up the time of
| the Convention in letting off gas, thereby

spending the people’s money, especially in
| their present impoverished eondition. Buat
'as this was a matter of great importance, |
in which every honcest man, woman and |
child is deeply concerned, he asked the|
House to indulge him in a few remarks.—
| Ho wished to express his sentiments, and
those of his constituencey in regavd to the
matter of nuniversal saffrage to the colored
people.  lie hoped gentlemen would pause
and refleet before they should declare that
| the Cauneasiin race in this State should not
| now, as in the past, be kept above that of
i the African, EShall not the descendants of
‘those white men who poured out their
blood to  establish  this government, rale
| over the destinies of the State ¥ Or shall
| power be lodged in the hands of an igno-
| rant, inferior race, nided and abetted by |
bold, bad men, who could get nothing at
| home, in order to seize the reins of power,
control the government and institutions |
| that our native whites and their chiidren
{ have been taxed to build up ?
| He was not prejudiced against the color-
ted man. The people of this section have
as little, aud perbaps less prejudice against
them than any other people on the face of
[the globe. Dut he was opposed to grant-
|ing them suflrage ; firsf, because he was
fully convineed, as he thonght every man
[ who had given this sabjeet any thought, |
| must be, that the negroin his present ig-
[ noraut econdition, is incapable of exercis-
| ing with discretion the right of suffrage ;
[ and it did seem to him, if no other reason
}could be assigned, that that of itself was
| sufliciently valid to exelude them from this
| areat richt.
Mr. M. next showed the moral impo:a-.i-l
| bility of the negro's sbility to qualify him- |
| self as a voter, having just emerged from a |
 bondage that preeluded the possibility of
hiz having fitted himself, in any way, to
exercise the right of voting ina proper and
intelligent manuner. True, there weresome

J

I

judge them as a class. As an average,
there were not one in five bundred that
could read or write.

He wished to kuow, using the language
| of another, *“‘if theso men, who are thus
lignorant, were capable of exercising politi.
Ceal franchizes 7 Were they capable of self
government 2 Conid they be regarded 8
1atelligent voters 7 Could they be regarded
as independent voters 2 Could their judg- |
ments be relied upon 27 IHe thought the
response, from every fair-minded and ic-
itr]li;;uut mat, must be No.
did gentlemen so strenuously coutend for
| universal negro sufirage ? Why did they
| wish to place the negro, in his present con-
| dition, on a political equality with the in-
| telligent white 1acu of this country ? Ee
lthuug_;ht the true answer to that was, be-
| cause some white men have despaired of
ever being able to command the respect
‘and receive the suppert of the whites ;
therefore, thoy profess great love for the
colored race and advocate universal negro
suffrage and political equality, in order to
secure the negro vote, regardless of the
happiness and welfare of their own race
and color !

Galloway, (negro,) said that the best
blood in Brunswick county flowed in his
veins, and, if he could do 1f, in justice to
the African race, he would launce himself

|

 —and may God

Why, theun, |}

‘ in his (Catawba) county, during the war,
hung up by their thumbs to make them

to say that no such thing had been done.

The suffrage (uestion was resumed.

Harris, of Wake (negro), had the {loor,
and spoke his old speech—cousuming the
time of the Convention for over on hour.

Galloway (negro), gave notice that to-
morrow he would insist upon his substitue
for the whole matter, and would eall the
previous (uestion,

Hayes, of Halifax (negro), said “ he did
not think that the majority commuttee had
no right to moot the question of removing
the disabilities that Congress had imposed.

might look out when the blue eoats are
gone.” He regarded that nsa sort of a de-
claration of war and he did not think men
who did not love the government had no
business with the ballot—they were not fit
for it.”

Mr. Irench, of DBladen, said that there
'was no use to discuss universal sufirage.—
That was a foregone conclusion. But in re-
gard to the disfranchkisement of men, would
it be safe, would it be policy, to entrust tue
| ballot in the baunds of men who had ground
down the people of the State, under the
iron heel of despotism? He was opposed
to it. There were men who skould bhe en-
franchised—such men as W. W. Holden,
Dockery, Pool, Sinelair, and others, **too
tedious to mention.” Asfor Mr. Grabham's
| threats last nights he would hurl back such

threats in their teeth, and, though they did
not wish to come to blows, they were ready
have mercy upon their
souls! They would not get off s0 easy as
they had done in the late war. Ife closed
by giving notice that he intended to ofler
a substitute for the majority report to-
morrow.

Galloway (negro), gave notice that he
would introduce a resolution reseinding
the general amnesty passed by the Legisla
ture, but withdrew it on being told thatl
resolution to that effect was on the calen-
dar.

The Chair announced the following per-
sons as a committee on final adjourument,
viz : Messrs. Iorkner, Bluome and Tay-
lor.

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Washington,
the Convention adjourned until to-morrow
10 o’clock.

MORNING SIESSION.
Tavrspay, Feb. 20. 1808,

The President being absent, Mr. King,
of Lenoir, was, on motion of Mr.
called to the chair.

Prayer by the Rev. J. W. Hood (negro. )

After prayer the President appeared aud
took his seat.

Mr. McDonald, of Chatham, snbmitted
a report from the seleet committee to whom
was referred; the reselution in favor of Mr.
B. Guathrie, Sheriff of Orauge, aceompa-
nied by an ordinance allowing the said
Sheriff $1,200, and a letter, from the Pub-
lic Treasurer in regard to the matter. |

Pending action upon the reported ordi- |
nance, Mr. Laflin eald the hoar Liad arrived |
to consider the special order, viz : The re- |
port of the committee on reconstructing
the Congressional Districts.

Mr. Nicholson was allowed to introduce |
an ordinance respecting Homesteads, which
was ordered to be printed.

The special order was then taken up.

The report was read.

Mr. Laflin said that the delegates wonld
notice that there was ouly vue chanze, viz:
taking New Hanover from the 24 and traus-
ferring it to the 31 Discrict.  The reason
for such change was, that New Hunover
was the geographieal outlet of the Cupe
Fear, and not until 1865 was it part of the
2d District.

Mr. Mann opposed the change for vari-
ous reasons, and stated that the party was
so well organized that there would be no
difliculty 1n earrying the next election.

Hood (vegro) said that it scemd to be
the impression that they could not carry
the election in their Distriet without the
aid of New Hauvover, bat that was not so;
they had a safficient majority to take care
of themselves.

Mr Abbott said that the 3d District was
the proper one for New Hauover, and went
on to give various reasons for it.  He said
that the objections of Messra. Mann and
Hood were purely personal ; not a siogle
decent aud good reason Liadd been present-
ed by them in opposition to the proposed
chaoge. Mr. A. ¥aid that he had private-
ly assured the delegates, time and again,
that no one in New Hanover intended fo
apply for the ballot in the Sd Distriet; he |
wonld repeat the assurance now in pubiie,
aud thought this was no place to drag up
such snbjects, yeb the hiots thrown out |
made it neces ¥y ife had
personal motives in advoeating the ehange. |

Mr. Mann disclimwed any personnl mo- |
tives in opposivg the change. |

Mr. Turver, of lHarnett, objected to the
change. lHe moved to lxy tho whole mat-
ter on the table,

Mr. Bweet saud that, in order that the
Convention could vote understandingly
upon this guestion, 3¢ would be proper to
ascertain whether 1f was notactually neces-
sary to tike some feps in regard to this
matter, as the present system wes the work
of the Jolinsoniun Convention of 1865, and
their autliority in tho maatter might be
doubted.

Mr. Turner withdrew Lis motion to ta-
ble.

Hood (negro) moved to recommit the
report to the committee, with iustructicns
to report the districts as they were in
1865.

Mr. Abbott said he knew the gentleman
did not really object to it, as New Harvover
was a part of the 3d in 1865, It wus mere-

Heantou,

'y ) t1id Su).

At

and let it ont. He did not want social
equality.

Iy clap-trap, &c.
Hood (uegro) said he hoped the geutle-
man did not mean to reflect upon Zis Aon-

Mr, Ashley arose to challenge am asser-

esiy..

tell where their husbands vere. He wished |

They had been told here last night they |

| had

all such s

| Vs
subject,

(seribing aud haeogiog iotelli
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1 Jrte d.

the discussion the Chair an-
nounced the special order, viz: The article

«
1hd

would be o

P r.-i’:r.l,-

Mr. vt moved to postpone it until
the matter under disenssion be disposed of,
Carried,

Mr. Congleton next spoke in favor of
the ;. l'-'j“-'*l'.". l'!.;t!:;.‘_l‘.

Mr. Munn boped the motion te recom-
mit would prevail,

Lhe question 1ecurred upon the motion
to reeompnt, which was put to a vote and
ll'l.‘\t.. =

Mr. Morton moved to amend by striking
** Stanly county " from the 8d and edding
it to the 5th Distriet,

My, Tourgee wished to know what the
question was before the House.

The Chair replied that he supposed the
gentleman oughit to know, |
! Mr. Tourgeo replied that Le was not ac-
customed to ask (uestions when he knew
|the answers. He saw several gentlemen
ou the floor, urging different motions and
amendments,

The President: Take your scats, gentle-
men. I insist on order; take your seats,
and I will recognize somebody.,
| A good deal of wrangling here ensued
upon theo various amendments and mo-
| tions,

AMr. Pool meved to recommit to the com-
mittee, with instroctions to re-district the
| distriets upon the basis of the registered
| yoto.

Mr. Pool’s motion was put to a vote and
lost.

Mr. Morton's
adopted.

Tohe guestion recurred upon the report
of the committee.

The yeas and nays were called, on mo-
tion of Mr. Heaton, and the vote rtood,
yeas 71, nays 28,

The Suifrage question was next resumed.
| Mr. Abbott said that it had been his de-
|sire to address the Convention, very brief-
{ly, but his attention had been so largely
| occupied by this “*divorce case,’’ this morn-
ing, that Le would yield the floor to any
gentleman who might wish to speak on this
subject.

No one evincing a desire to occupy the
floor, Mr. Abbott commenced his speech
by stating that voting had been exercised
by all races aud countries in some way or
other. He cited the different manner in
which the ballot was exercised by different
nations in the earlier ages.

He believed that every one who had vol-
untarily borpe arms against the govern-
ment, was, under the Constitution, guilty
of treason, and was deprived of his former
rights. He alluded to this, for bhe had
heard a good deal of talk of the rights of
those pow disfranchised. Those men had
no rights, save only what the corquering
| party gave them. The rights of this State
| had been alienated by participation in the
frebellion, and wounld not be restored until
| the Congress saw fit to give them back to
[ then,
| Mr. Grabam, of Orange, interrupted him,

“ Do you consider
of the United States
to purnish the Srates of the
South, us stueh, or mast it proceed ageinsk
dividuals 5 il so, can any further or other
punizhivent t(buu that presenibed by the
Cunstit b, beanflicted.”

Mr bre did pot reply direetly, buat

] s wottld mvolve too great a dis-

cruing the 1nreut and me lt!liU{{

i
I3

W

|

amendment was then

|

lasking the question
| that the governweunt

a tight

Wbl L 18

| "
sdaln

l.:l:‘-.“'é"<:

O ieticetn,
o did not thivnk it

oflice or ballot

e i
wus safe to admit to
who are golng to use

them to the jnjury of the government, bt

to those who had eonse lorward aod frank-
Iy submitted to the resulis of the war, 1o
e would extend the right of
T ten Rodman, Long-
strect, Orr and Holden, He had not al-
Inded to neg sudfrage and diud not intend
to, for that was o foregone eonclusion,—
L he Il‘lr‘-‘-i-»l. was how to deal with men
wio would not weee i the provisions of tho
acts of Congress, but who were Lostile to
it.
He wonld vote
with soin

test o

1]

L+

sudil (Fig! Clhy o ns

|
iy
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for the majority report
twodaiticntions, and nii;u'lllnt_'_ n
for voting, in order to bar men
would vnly return to the exercise of
thot privilege to attempt another disrup-
tion in the government. When loose-
mouthed declaimers like Vance learned to
hush their threats, when the rebellious peo-
ple and press ceased their revilings, and
when they becams unconditionslly ** loil,”
he would receive them and not before.

Mr. Congleton coneurred with DMr, Ab-
bott in tofo (of course, )

Mr., May said, after a long and malevo-
lent harangue, **if there was but one dis-
loyal man in the State he would say dis-

-

v 41,
Abid

Wile

R4
il

Hranehise him ; it 10,000 disfranchise them;

if 15,000 disfranchise them, He believed
that the syirit of rebeilion still burned in

I the bosors of those maen, anid hie could not

support any neasure giving them rights
forfeited by their crimes unless they re-
pent.”

He continued in the same bitter und vio-
lent struin, eliciting applanse from the Rad-
ical portion of the House,

Mr. Lilis said he bhad poticed each and

delegate as fi.'{_'j' :r.l.*;ll‘fli‘.t.'ilt'll this
aied they had made it a purely po-
litical mensure, to build up party and not
to eubance the happiness and welfare of
the people. He wus opposed to all meas-
nres vindictive in themselves and degra-
i{iu;..‘,‘ to the !-m:i-ir'. The llt-li';_;.tll', who
bhad just taken has seat had, in the outset,
declared tbat he intended to consider this
matter 1a purely a statesman-like view, but
it was not | he drifted luto petty
partyisni, oonticman from J’d.hflill)-
tank had ! suffrage

OVOTY
evt 1y

A
L belors:
Ll

A opie
1

declared that the right o

| was inherent, and if that is so why are we

bherc an Couvention, legislating upon this
subject? LLave listened to threats of haog-

| i;];; men on acconut of their }_'E_J“'.il‘:tl senti-
| maints.

1 have listened to the haranguing
of dillerent delegates on this floor for pro-
gent and vir-
tnous gentlemen of onr Slate, to the pre-
ferment of au ignorant and inferior race—
all to pmild up a party vile, tyrannical, and
' oppressive to the liberties of the people.
l'll;m‘{': coulld be no disguise put upon the
matter,
] Mr. E. continued bis romarks for some
| time, entering into a clear and searching
'argument bearing upon the case.

This specch called Gulloway (negro) to
'his feet, who oceupled the floor for some
| Time.
| Mpr. Tourges gave notice that he would
lintroduce an ordinauce lO-IMOIrow morn-

iug to stop the pay of Lf.'l.‘m].)‘:rﬁ abaentmg
| themselves,

Mr. Poo! gave notice ti:at he would move
the previous question upon the majority
report of the Committee on Suffrage to
Morrow L!ll.?l'ljlug.

Hood (negro) gave notice that he would
introduce au ordiuance lifting the five npon
Ministers and Justices of the Peuace for cel-
ebmting the muartial rites between colored
jand white peopic.
! As there Wus o a (iiorum pir¢ .‘ft.‘Dt the
President declared the House adjourned
until this evening, 74 o’clock.




